
    Haiti Service Immersion Trip Application Summer 2019 
Please turn in this page, completed and signed.  

 

Name: ______________________________________ Class year: ___________ 

Email: ________________________________ Phone: _____________________ 

The Haiti Immersion trip will take place July 27- August 2, 2019 the prep meetings will be 4/10, 

4/24, 5/8, 5/15, from 3-4:30pm and 5/28 from 11:30-12:30pm. There will be at least 3 post-trip 

meetings beginning in September. Your attendance at all of these meetings is mandatory. Please 

do not apply if you have to miss more than 1 meeting. 

Describe what has been the most impactful Mission and Ministry event or program to you.  (You may also 

list something else that impacted your understanding of service, social justice, and solidarity.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

I understand the mission of this Immersion experience. I will be present, ready to learn, and 

ready to serve. I understand I will not have my cell phone with me during the trip. I have 

checked the dates of the meetings and the trip and I am able to attend them all, or only miss 

one. If I have any other overlapping commitments I will notify those people involved upon my 

acceptance. (If applicable: I have approved the dates with my coach or the Athletic Director.) My 

parents and I have read all the info presented here.  

Student Signature: ________________________________ Date: ________ 

Parent Signature: ________________________________ Date: ________ 

Coach/Athletic Director Signature: _______________________________ Date: _________ 

Application questions: Please type your responses. 

1. What do you understand the purpose of service immersion trips to be? Why do you want to be a part of 

experience? 

2. How would you describe your spiritual life? What do you believe about God? How are these related to this 

trip for you? 

3. Describe what experiences you have had that are drawing you to the Haiti trip. 

4. What is your personal mission and how does this trip connect to it? 

Applications are due by 3:00pm on December 7, 2018 to Ms. Hall (chall@vjmhs.org).  

mailto:chall@vjmhs.org


More Information about the Experience 
 

When: July 27, 2019-August 2, 2019 

Where: Bois de Laurence, Haiti – we will stay in the rectory of the town’s parish run by Fr. Bavon. 

What: A week long faith based service immersion experience, living in simplicity and in community, 

serving the poor and vulnerable populations of Haiti. 

Who: Seniors and juniors who have spent time developing their commitment to service and growing 

their spiritual life. This experience is designed for students who are prepared to deepen and affirm their 

existing call to serve, to strengthen their faith and their understanding of social justice. Students will 

travel with Mr. Tom Kardish, President and 2-3 other Villa staff members.  

How: The cost of the trip will be around $1,600.* this amount will cover the transportation (flight & in 

country transportation), food, and lodging for the 6-day service experience. *This is an estimated cost, 

final cost will be determined once the tickets are purchased. Once accepted, a deposit of $600 will be 

required.  

Why: Our Catholic faith and values call us to see Christ in each of our brothers and sisters, not just the 
ones we know. This service experience will allow us to live out our faith on a new level. 
Application process: A committee of readers will receive all of the applications with no names visible. 

They are asked to read and rank these applications based on the Mission and Ministry pillars and on the 

student’s ongoing commitment to faith development and variety of service experiences. Please make sure 

your essays reflect who you are and your desire to be immersed in this faith-based service experience. 

Depending on the number of applications you may also be invited to interview with a member of the 

application committee.  

 
Components of Villa’s Service Immersion Programs 
 

Spirituality:  
Each day the group will spend time in prayer and reflection together. As Catholics we believe a vital part 

of service is allowing time to properly reflect on and process the experience. This will also allow students 

to deepen their understanding of the issues at play and see their faith in action. 

Simple Living: 
During this 6-day experience you will be asked to live more simply. While focusing on a more simple 

lifestyle students will have all their basic needs met but will not have the same luxuries as they may at 

home. You will be asked to pack light, only bringing what you need for the week.   

Community:  
Living in community is about being fully present to the people around us. During this trip we will grow in 

our capacity to love by meeting people who live on the margins and building relationships with them. We 

will share prayer and reflection among our group so we come to know one another better throughout the 

experience.  

Solidarity and Social Justice:  
The reason for an immersion trip is to experience a reality not your own. Through the experience of 

finding community in people we would have never met, we grow our understanding of solidarity. We will 

be faced with living conditions unlike our own, a school system and government unfamiliar to us, and 

health care infrastructure that is inadequate. As visitors it will be our job to learn as much about these 

things as possible, while keeping in mind ways we can be of service to others.  


