
 

 

 

Dear Villa Parents,  

I hope this edition of the Newsletter finds you enjoying the warm 

summer weather!   

We wrapped up the year in May with so many beloved events.  Here are 

a few recaps of the events the Guild helps to celebrate. 

Our last General Guild meeting was the Senior/Alum Tribute dinner 

hosted by the Sophomore Class Representatives Alice Braun, Karen 

Colbert, Nicole Hess and Lisa Miletto.  These ladies did a fantastic job 

coordinating a lovely dinner, followed by tributes to the amazing 

accomplishments of our Senior Class and an opportunity to hear from 

alumnae parents sharing with us their daughters activities post Villa. 

A special thank you to our Hospitality Committee of Christa Musial and 

Chrissy Schwartzott for their help coordinating the refreshments served 

at various Guild events all year long.  They did a tremendous job! 

I personally experienced the annual Spring Spirit Day which was held on 

May 20th.  I can now understand why my daughter Kate has told me that 

over the past three years, this is one of her favorite events at school.  

Student Council and the Parents’ Guild partner to pull together a truly 

fun-filled day.  The girls and faculty enjoyed a lunch of hot dogs, 

hamburgers and veggie burgers cooked by Villa Dads David Pfiester and 

Billy Eisler.  The barbecue was accompanied by pasta and Caesar salads, 

fruit and a delicious assortment of desserts.  The fun included the dunk 
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tank, bounce equipment, photo booth and listening to a DJ all 

afternoon.  The day was capped with Rita’s Water Ice and the famous 

candy bar.  The weather was perfect too. 

The Seniors ended their year with the annual trip to Disney over 

Memorial Day Weekend.  This was preceded by the Baccalaureate 

Dinner held at Spring Mill Manor that was coordinated by the Junior 

Class Representatives Mary Rose Brady, Theresa Kern and Susan 

Mazzitelli.  This year incorporated the awards presentation and was 

enjoyed by all.   

Graduation was held at the magnificent Cathedral Basilica of Saints 

Peter and Paul in Philadelphia this year.  This was the first year it was 

held at the Cathedral and it was a beautiful and moving ceremony 

shared by family and friends of our graduates.  This year, the 

Archdiocese live-streamed the event that had 290 connections.   

Looking forward to the new school year, our Tea Co-Chairs, Patti Fiore, 

Kristen Kraunelis and Kate Petner are working hard with the committees 

for the Mother-Daughter Tea to be held on Sunday, October 16, 2016 

at the Crystal Tea Room.  Look for your invitations to arrive in a few 

weeks. 

I would like to close with a personal thank you to my co-members of 

the Guilds’ Executive Board, Lisa Pfiester, Margie McKevitt and Anita 

Wagner.  I have truly enjoyed working side-by-side with you on all of 

the events the Guild sponsors.  We had so many laughs and have 

encouraged and supported each other.  There is truly something special 

about Villa.  When I’m asked about the Guild and why I got involved, 

my answer is because I love this school and all that it has done for my 

daughter.  But I also am very grateful for the friends I’ve made and the 

interesting people I’ve met over the past couple of years.  I would 

encourage you to get involved with the Guild for it’s not only our 

daughters making memories and friends while at Villa, it’s also us, the 

parents.  

Always More, Always Better and Always with Love. 

Always Villa, 

Susan Bratspis

President 

Villa Joseph Marie High School Parents’ Guild 

Email: vjmparentsguild@vjmhs.org 
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Continued from page 1 Villa Joseph Marie 

Parents’ Guild 

Purpose and Mission 

Purpose: The Parents' Guild exists to 

foster, promote, and encourage the 

social, financial, and educational 

activities of Villa Joseph Marie High 

School and to foster communication 

between the school and parents.  

Mission: Our goal is to engage the 

parent community in becoming involved 

in Parents’ Guild-sponsored initiatives 

and events to enrich and enhance the 

school environment through social 

activities and fundraising events that 

promote school spirit. 

General Meetings 

All meetings are held in the Villa 

gymnasium at 7:00 p.m. on the first 

Wednesday of the month unless 

otherwise indicated below with an 

asterisk. The meeting schedule for the  

2016-2017 school year is listed below. 

October 5, 2016 

Villa Fair 

November 2, 2016 

December 7, 2016 

Christmas Social 

February 1, 2017 

Course Selection 

March 8, 2017* 

May 3, 2017 

Senior/Alum Tribute 



 

  

It is a very fitting time for me to write this note of 

reflection and anticipation as I just enjoyed a weekend 

filled with several graduation parties. These were 

attended by many smiling recent Villa Joseph Marie 

graduates. This morning I drove into Villa and tried to 

remember what I felt like last July driving up the lane to 

my parking spot in front of the main entrance. The truth 

is I can’t quite remember because a lot has changed in 

the last year, and most of those changes are attributed 

directly to the support of you, our wonderful parents. 

Even before I arrived at our entrance, I saw the new 

school zone lights (which remind me of my speed!).  I 

then turned into the driveway with brand new shiny 

blacktop and bright directional markings and noted the 

completion of the project to install modern and efficient 

street lighting through the front of the campus.  I 

remembered the crushed stone which previously covered 

the student parking lot next to Maria Hall and the areas 

which needed to be graded and seeded.  Now, upon 

entering our campus, I admire all of these wonderful 

accomplishments, along with the new flags and signage, 

which have helped to create a first impression of which 

we all are very proud. 

Inside the school the girls’ experience has been greatly 

enhanced with the installation of the new gym sound 

system and the replacement of the boiler and air 

conditioning unit. All of these projects add up to an 

incredible amount of financial investment, and frankly, 

the Parents’ Guild is responsible for nearly all the 

fundraising that was required to complete these 

enhancements during the last 12 months. The outside 

world has noticed all the excitement as well, as evidenced 

by a healthy and very bright Class of 2020 that is enrolled 

for the fall and a seventh grade practice test that 

“smashed” all other previous records. 

I am very excited to be in final preparations for traveling 

to Haiti with seven Villa seniors on a service trip. We will 

be visiting a parish in the mountains run by the 

Missionhurst priests and staying with Fr. Bavon, the young 

pastor there. Villa has two main projects to work on: 

painting a recently constructed parish building and 

training the teachers at the parish school to operate a 

computer which will help them become trained health 

workers. You see, the parish school has 800 children, 

many who walk for an hour to school each week. These 

children or their families do not have access to any form 

of health care. A project initiated by a good friend of 

mine, Deb Marrington, is bringing medicine and well care 

to the village. I am excited for the girls to get to spend a 

week with Deb, who is one of my heroes in life. Stay tuned 

– I am sure that our girls from Villa will document their 

trip and their impressions! 

Thank you for all you do for Villa! Because of the 

fundraising of the Parents’ Guild the last few years you 

can see many campus improvements already, and we are 

certainly not stopping! This summer we will be gutting the 

north wing of St. Joseph Hall to prepare for more 

expansion and the creation of new educational 

opportunities as early as next summer.  

Thanks as always for your sacrifices and support in 

sending your daughters to Villa. And thank you for all 

your support. We are truly blessed by seeing your 

daughters each and every day. 

 Love and prayers, 

 Tom 

 President, Villa Joseph Marie High School 
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A Message 

From the President 
Dear Villa Family, 



 

 

Event Date Time 

Fall Open House Sunday, October 5 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

Entrance Exam Saturday, November 1 Following Exam 

Villa Parents' Guild Meeting Wednesday, November 5 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

Alumni Reunion Saturday, November 15 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Villa Parents' Guild Meeting Wednesday, December 10  7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 If you have any questions regarding the Campus Store, please contact: 

 Lynn Alexander knute01@verizon.net                

 Kelli Gauker kmgauker@verizon.net 

C a m p u s  Sto r e  N e w s  
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Welcome Class of 2020! 

Watch for the order form in the August mailing to order your  

Official Villa Class of 2020 T-shirt  

NEW! For Incoming Freshmen…New Student Starter Set  

(includes Villa logoed supplies, magnetic bins, and locker shelving sized to fit Villa lockers) 

THANK YOU 

to our Villa community for supporting our Campus Store 

during the 2015-2016 school year!  

We wish you a relaxing summer spent with family & friends.  

See you in September! 



 

 

               5 
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Villa Joseph Marie’s Class of 2018 

Save the Date 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2016 

 

Ring Day 
 

MASS AND CEREMONY CELEBRATED AT VILLA JOSEPH MARIE HIGH SCHOOL 

FOLLOWED BY A LUNCHEON AT NORTHAMPTON COUNTRY CLUB 

 

INVITATION TO FOLLOW 
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Special Note To Sophomore Parents: 

Please know that in order for a Sophomore student to 

model in the 2016 Tea, their parent or guardian must 

have attended 4 out of the 6 Parents’ Guild meetings 

during the 2015-2016 school year and be an active 

member of a Tea Committee. 

Mother-Daughter Tea 

 

 

 

Our Sophomore parent volunteers are hard at work planning for the Parents’ Guild annual fall fundraiser, the 2016 

Mother-Daughter Tea.  This event, a wonderful tradition for our Villa Family, is hosted by the Sophomore class and 

includes a tribute to Senior Moms presented by their daughters and a fashion show featuring formal attire mod-

eled by our Sophomores. 

Save the Date 
Sunday, October 16, 2016  |  11:00 am to 4:00 pm 

The Crystal Tea Room 
 

Invitations will be mailed mid-summer.  Your prompt response will be truly appreciated. Included in your invitation 

will be tickets to pre-purchase chances for our top three grand prize raffle items. 

Donations Needed:  We would be most grateful for your support in the way of donations during the summer 

months. For your convenience, there will be a donation box located at the school office, between the hours of 8:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m., throughout the summer. Please remember this is the largest fundraising event of the Parents’ 

Guild and all proceeds directly benefit our most precious “JEMS”, our daughters. 

Suggested Items:  gift cards — designer handbags — jewelry — tickets (concert, theatre or movie, sporting events) 

Please feel free to be creative especially if you have a service or item you believe would be beneficial to this event.  

As always, we are most grateful for your extraordinary generosity. It is only through the kindness of our families 

that we are able to achieve success in our fundraising efforts for the school. 

For further information or questions about the event or donations, please contact the 2016 Tea Co-Chairs: 

 

 Patti Fiore Kristen Kraunelis Kate Petner 

 Mom of Kellett Fiscus Mom of Molly Mom of Tori 

 pattivillatea2016@gmail.com krisvillatea2016@gmail.com katevillatea2016@gmail.com 

Special Note To Freshman Parents: 

Please note in order for a Sophomore student to model 

in the 2017 Tea Fashion Show, a parent or guardian 

must attend 4 out of 6 Parents’ Guild meetings during 

the 2016-2017 school year and become an active 

member of a Tea committee. Please remember to sign 

in at each Parents’ Guild meeting you attend so that 

your participation is appropriately recorded. 

mailto:pattivillatea2016@gmail.com
mailto:krisvillatea2016@gmail.com
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The members of the Villa Joseph Marie Fathers’ Club work in distinctive ways to 

support their daughters’ education and social development and to provide 

assistance for projects in and around the school. The Fathers’ Club is always 

interested in new members and new ideas.  It is a great way to make new friends 

and to build lasting memories of your daughter’s time here at Villa. 

For more information, please contact Fathers’ Club Representatives Rob Boyce or 

Billy Eisler at vjmfathersclub@vjmhs.org. 

 

J O I N  T H E  F AT H E R S ’  C L U B !  

Villa Dads 

Are you new or a veteran to Villa?  Do you have time, talent, and energy to put toward 

worthwhile efforts? Are you resourceful, imaginative, and service-minded?  Then we 

need you! 

Please visit the Parents’ Guild page of the Villa website and click on the “Volunteer” tab. 

There you will find many opportunities to become involved with Guild activities held 

during the school year. 

If you have any questions about becoming involved, please contact one of our Executive 

Board members at vjmparentsguild@vjmhs.org. 

“Always more, Always better, Always with love” 

 

Villa Dads 

mailto:vjmparentsguild@vjmhs.org


 

 

 

Spirit Day  
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Senior Memories...Graduation  



 

 

 

Senior Memories...Graduation  
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Senior Memories...Graduation  
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The following is an unaudited summary of the Parents’ 

Guild Fund for the month ending April 30, 2016: 

Major sources of Guild revenue for the month of April 

2016 included sales in our Campus Store ($1,136.75), Golf 

Outing registration ($3,700), Christmas Social vendor 

donation ($65), Mother-Daughter Tea company match 

donation ($350) and funds raised by Ways and Means at 

the May Parents’ Guild meeting ($152). 

Major expenses during this same time period included 

bank fees ($50.52), Campus Store inventory ($1,785.01), 

Vespers ($633.41), Mother-Daughter Tea ($80), Golf 

Outing expenses/deposit ($3,500), Baccalaureate Dinner 

($2,185.14), School expenses to lighting & paving and 

upgrade of the AV system ($64,686), Easter cupcakes 

($217.20) and Junior/Senior Prom donation ($1,050).   

Proceeds raised from the 2014 & 2015 Mother-Daughter 

Teas and Golf Outings  have allowed the Guild to pay for 

the above mentioned improvements to Villa.  We are 

excited to continue to partner with School Administration 

to enhance our daughter’s experiences at Villa Joseph 

Marie High School. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Anita Wagner 

 Treasurer 

 Villa Joseph Marie High School Parents’ Guild 

2016-17 Parents’ Guild  
Executive Board 

 
Officers 

President Susan Bratspis 

Past President Lisa Pfiester 

1st Vice President Margie McKevitt 

2nd Vice President Lisa Eisler 

Treasurer Anita Wagner 

Assistant Treasurer Jacqueline & Scott Persechino 

Recording Secretary Krina Amspacher 

Corresponding Secretary Mary Copperthwaite 

 

Committees 

Campus Store Lynn Alexander 

 Kelli Gauker 

 Chrissy Schwartzott 

 Lorraine Wenner  

Fathers’ Club Rob Boyce 

 Billy Eisler 

Hospitality Roseanna Chingas 

 Kristin Vincze 

Mother-Daughter Tea Co-Chairs Patti Fiore 

 Kristen Kraunelis 

 Catherine Petner 

Newsletter Melissa Maiolino  

Ways & Means Mary Beth Brandt 

 Carolyn Irelan 

 

Class Representatives 

Freshman Representatives Donna Czekner 

 Jen Fife 

 Maureen Menarde 

 Dawn Wyatt 

Sophomore Representatives Ann Borell 

 Kathy Lawler

 Kathy McDonald 

 Joy Tulskie 

Junior Representatives Alice Braun

 Karen Colbert 

 Nicole Hess 

 Lisa Miletto 

Senior Representatives Mary Rose Brady 

 Chrissy Deegan 

 Theresa Kern 

 Maureen Lennon 

Alumnae Representatives Leticia Brzezicki 

 Karen Gouger 

 Amy Karch 

 Ellen Mullarkey 
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VJM Parents’ Guild 
Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance as of April 1, 2016 $108,123.94 

Total Revenue $5,403.75 

Total Expenses $74,187,28 

Ending Balance as of April 30, 2016 $39.340.41 



 

 

Questions or Suggestions for the Parents’ Guild?  

Please feel free to contact a Parents’ Guild Executive Board Member with any questions or suggestions regarding 

Guild functions that may enhance their ability to help the school provide an excellent high school experience for 

our daughters. Suggestions are always welcome! Please send us a note either through school or email at:  

vjmparentsguild@vjmhs.org 

 
 

1180 Holland Road 

Holland, PA  18966-5135 

 

215-357-8810 

www.vjmhs.org 

Villa Joseph Marie High School 

Parents’ Guild 

EVENT DATE TIME  

New Student Orientation August 30-31, 2016 8:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.  

Freshman Retreat September 1, 2016 8:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.  

First Day of School September 6, 2016 

Picture Day September 6, 2016  

Back-to-School Dance September 9, 2016 7:00 — 10:00 p.m.  

Commissioning Mass September 12, 2016 10:00 a.m. 

Back-to-School Night September 14, 2016 7:00 p.m. 

Spirit Day September 30, 2016 12:30 p.m. 

Open House October 2, 2016 1:00 — 3:00 p.m. 

Parents’ Guild General Meeting October 5, 2016 7:00 p.m. 

Ring Day October 7, 2016 8:30 a.m. 

Mother-Daughter Tea October 16, 2016 11:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

Designer Handbag Bingo October 21, 2016 6:00 p.m. 


